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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PDIP, PINR, AF, GE, FI 

SUBJECT: HERMANN SCHWIESAU TO BE GDR AMBASSADOR IN KABUL 

REF: KABUL 5215 

1 . DR. HERMANN SCHWIESAU, GDR AMBASSADOR TO FINLAND SINCE 
FEBRUARY 1967, DEPARTED HELSINKI ON JUNE 21, WITHOUT AN 
ONWARD ASSIGNMENT BUT REPORTEDLY TO TAKE UP AN ASSIGNMENT 
AS AMBASSADOR TO AFGHANISTAN. 


2. THE EMBASSY HAS HAD ONLY LIMITED CONTACT WITH 
SCHWIESAU DURING HIS STINT IN HELSINKI, HIS FIRST DIPLO- 
MATIC ASSIGNMENT. THE EASTERN EUROPEAN CORPS HERE TENDS 
TO BE RECLUSIVE AND SOCIALLY USUALLY BUZZES ABOUT THE 
SOVIET AMBASSADOR. WHILE SCHWIESAU WAS PART OF THIS 
GROUP, HE WAS THE EXCEPTION TO ITS LACK OF DISTINCTION. 
ALTHOUGH OUR CONTACTS WITH HIM WERE NEVER INFORMAL, 
THEY LEFT AN IMPRESSION OF HIM AS CORDIAL, BRIGHT, EAGER 
TO DISCUSS MATTERS OF SUBSTANCE, PARTICULARLY 
DOMESTIC ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENTS IN THE GDR, AND 
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HEADED FOR BIGGER THINGS. HIS ENGLISH COMPREHENSION 
APPEARS GOOD (HIS FAREWELL TO THE CORPS WAS IN 
EXCELLENT ENGLISH) BUT HE PREFERS SPEAKING IN 
GERMAN AND ON FORMAL CALLS, USED AN INTERPRETER. 

IN ADDITION, THE GDR EMBASSY UNDER SCHWIESAU 
DISPLAYED SIGNS OF THE SAME UNUSUAL OPENNESS REPORTED 
OF BIEDERMANN IN REFTEL. 
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3. MY OWN CONTACTS WITH SCHWIESAU WERE 
ALMOST ALWAYS STRUCTURED, BUT IN CONVERSATION HE 

WAS OPEN AND FRIENDLY. HE SAID HE HAD HEADED THE FOREIGN OFFICE 
PLANNING DEPARTMENT AT THE TIME THE US AND GDR WERE 
BEGINNING THE NEW PHASE OF THEIR RELATIONS, 

AND HE KNEW OF MY ROLE IN NEGOTIATING AND SIGNING 
THE FIRST TREATY BETWEEN OUR TWO COUNTRIES. 

WHENEVER HE RETURNED FROM THE GDR, HE BROUGHT 
GREETINGS FROM MY FORMER GDR FISHERIES COUNTERPARTS 
AND EXPRESSIONS OF THE GDR'S DISAPPOINTMENT WITH IT IMPLEMENTATION 
(NO FISHERIES ALLOCATION FOR THE GDR OFF THE US COAST). 

ON HIS FIRST AMBASSADORIAL ASSIGNMENT. HE WAS PROUD 
OF HIS PART IN ARRANGING PRESIDENT KEKKONEN'S STATE 
VISIT TO THE GDR BUT AMUSED AT THE HIGHS AND LOWS 
AMONG HIS OFFICIAL CONCERNS. ..THE PRESIDENT S VISIT 
AND PROBLEMS OF SPACE AT THE CHANCERY. IF FOUND HIM 
EASY TO TALK TO, AND HE APPEARED TO USE HIS 
INTERPRETER ONLY FOR PSYCHIC SUPPORT. HOWEVER, I WAS THE 
ONLY ONE OF THE WESTERN AMBASSADORS HERE NOT 
SURPRISED AT HIS VERY GOOD ENGLISH AT THE TIME OF 
HIS LEAVETAKING. 

4. IF SCHWIESAU GETS THE KABUL POST, AS WAS EXPECTED 
WHEN HE LEFT, I BELIEVE YOU WILL FIND HIM A 
THOROUGH PROFESSIONAL, QUICK TO LEARN. WITH A 
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SENSE OF HUMOR BUT ALSO A NO-NONSENSE APPROACH TO 
GDR INTERESTS. HE WAS VERY EFFECTIVE HERE. 

RIDGWAY 
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